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I KNOW HOW HARD IT CAN GET
So I’m at work the other day and I get this email from Johnno. It says “Check this
out. This is why the country’s fucked” and there’s this vimeo link to somethin’
called Bludger. I’ve just got back from lunch but it’s pretty quiet so I click on it.
The link is a doco about this chick who’s on Centrelink, pretending to look for
a job basically. The doco film maker dude is following her around and asking
her questions about how her Centrelink payments work, and how she’s going
to stop living off the government. She does a lot of complaining about how her
life is really hard, and there’s no jobs, and the market’s fucked and the mining
boom blah blah blah. Unbelievable. Some people just don’t man-up and accept
the consequences of their own actions. Like get a job at Macca’s or whatever. I
swear if I wasn’t working for Dad, and he didn’t buy me a car and that, I’d still
get a job at Woolies or what ever, even if I had to take the bus. Like I couldn’t
imagine not working at all. She’s fuckin’ scum.
Anyway so there’s this bit in the doco where the chic’s driving, shitty KIA, and
she’s like “yeh so you know it’s at the end of the mining boom and it’s hell
tough” and the dude goes, “so if there were jobs on the mines you’d be set,
like you’d go up and work right?” and she says “fuck no!” I almost fell out of
my swivel chair. Actually, na I wasn’t surprised. Classic bludger mate. I thought
fuck I’m gonna send this to my mate Matto, I’m pretty sure he’s up on site at
the moment. Yeah Matto is on a 3 and 1 swing, reckons it’s pretty tough, but
you know it’s good coin and the missus and his kid fly out to Bali to meet him
on his week off sometimes. Actually I’ll send him the link now, I can see he’s
on fb atm.
Anyway there’s this other bit in the doco where the chic is walking in some
park in Subi, and she’s talking shit about how big the houses are and that, and
the doco dude, who seems like he’s got his head switched on, goes “well isn’t
that something to aspire to, these people have worked hard for ages and saved
money and done something to better themselves” and the chic is like “oh yeh,
but I don’t want to live like that. I don’t feel obligated to work hard.” Fuck me.
You serious? Some people think things just land in your lap. Like, Mum and Dad
bought my place in Nedlands, but I’m payin ‘em back you know? Dad said it
was like a tax offset thing for them anyway.
Anyway there’s heaps of times where the dude walks into her lounge or whatever
and she’s sitting on the couch doing fuck all, watching movies and that. She says
that sometimes she doesn’t feel like looking for work. Like why aren’t you just
applying for jobs all day? Get on seek and just apply for fucking everything?
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That’s it though, hey, like these people don’t wanna work hard, mate, they just
want to sit around and smoke durries and have a good time. That reminds me
I’ve been back for 15 minutes since lunch so could duck out for a quick one.
Maybe I’ll just leave a bit early this arvo.
Anyway she says she want’s to get out of this situation she’s in, and it’s a priority,
but she also prioritises “looking after herself.” Well if you want to look after
yourself, get a job doing something, like it doesn’t have to be fun or fulfilling
or enjoyable or what ever, work’s not supposed to be fun –it shouldn’t be fun!
Like grow up. And just work hard. It’s like what Joey Hockey used to talk about
mate, it’s up to everyone to pull their weight, and crack down on the cheats.
Joe could spot a bludger. Went to a private school in Kirribilli, then to Sydney
Uni - before you had to pay ‘n’ that. Worked hard all his life. We’re a country of
lifters, not leaners mate.
Me, I’ve never been unemployed a day in my life mate.
[Pauses].
Never worked a day in my life either!
[Laughs hysterically].
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